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Division 63:  Peel Development Commission, $1 304 000 -  
Mr A.D. McRae, Chairman. 

Mr R.C. Kucera, Minister for Peel and the South West. 

Ms M. De Lacey, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr M. Timoney, Manager, Corporate Services. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  My question relates to page 1061 of the Budget Statements.  I apologise to the Peel 
Development Commission for not spending more time on this division.  It appears there has been a cut in the 
development commission’s budget.  Why?   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Which line are you referring to?   

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I am referring to the total, the capital; the minister can take whichever line he wants.  It is 
the total appropriations provided to deliver the outputs.  The delivery of outputs table shows a reduction of more 
than $1.4 million.   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  There has not been a cut; there has been an increase.  There was a significant increase in 
funding in - 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  You have got to be joking!   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Again, I take members back to the explanations I gave to the member for Hillarys -  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The minister got that wrong. 

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Members need to listen to the explanations.   

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  The minister cannot have it both ways.   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The member for Vasse needs to listen to the explanations.  Contrary to the member for 
Warren-Blackwood’s statement, there was a significant increase in funding in 2003-04 for capital works 
associated with a specific project, the Peel regional tourist rail.   

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  This is -  

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The member for Vasse should listen.  He needs to learn how to read these papers.  The 
current Government has committed a total of $2.615 million to the Peel regional tourist rail. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  What about growth?   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  The State provided $3.75 million in total.  Moneys were provided by the previous 
Government.  The federal Government has now committed a total of $935 000, including the $845 000 the Prime 
Minister promised the last time he was in Pinjarra.  However, I must say that promise now appears to have been 
conditional.  I am afraid we are yet to see the colour of his money on that.  I notice the funding was not in the 
federal budget papers.  Also, funding totalling $1.5 million was provided in 2003-04, as well as $1 million for 
reconstruction of Tullis Bridge, over the Boddington line.  This funding is being used for ongoing work on the 
project.   

The base budget has been increased over the period.  Again, there are carryover funds, which we expect to be 
spent.  It is similar to the explanation I gave earlier when we talked about the tourism budget.  One-off funding 
allocations are for specific issues or contingencies.  It is a nonsense to say that -  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Does the same apply to one-off increases?   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  It is a nonsense to say that one-off allocations of money should continue to be shown in 
subsequent budgets.  Once the money is spent, it is spent.  If that is the way the member for Warren-Blackwood 
thinks he should run a business, he probably needs to take some advice from the Small Business Development 
Corporation.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  He is a very successful businessman.   

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


